LOOKING AHEAD:
A TRACHOMA FREE AFRICA BY 2020

For the first time, ridding Africa of trachoma is within reach. Trachoma Free Africa is a funding campaign for GET2020
in support of the World Health Organization goals for the global elimination of trachoma with focus on countries in
Africa. Trachoma Free Africa aims to help maximize existing efforts and attract new support and resources to achieve
this public health victory by 2020.

KNOW THE FACTS
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7 countries reported having achieved elimination goals

The Global Trachoma Mapping Project was the largest
survey of an infectious disease ever undertaken and
ensured extensive understanding of the global disease
burden so that investments can be efficiently targeted.
The project:

Mexico

Morocco

3 countries validated as having eliminated trachoma

Impressive progress has been made thanks to donor support and investment
in the World Health Organization’s SAFE strategy. Investing in this strategy
can prevent the loss of 4 million Healthy Life Years (HLYs) by 2030.

Screened 2.6M individuals
for trachoma

Surgery to treat the blinding stage
of the disease (known as trichiasis)

Across 29 countries

Antibiotics to clear infection

Over 3 years
Determined 126M people
are no longer at risk of trachoma
or in need of annual treatment

Facial cleanliness to help
reduce transmission

Environmental improvement
(better access to water and
sanitation) to help reduce transmission

SPOTLIGHT ON AFRICA

THE WAY FORWARD

Africa remains the most affected continent with roughly 170M people
at risk for trachoma

By leveraging existing investments and securing new
partners, together, we can rid Africa of trachoma:
Provide trichiasis surgery to all patients who need it

93%

72%

of the world's
population at risk for
trachoma live in Africa
of global trichiasis
cases, the blinding, end
stage of trachoma, are
found in Africa

Ensure remaining gaps for delivering antibiotics treatments
are filled
Improve coordination of donor investments across the
WHO-endorsed SAFE strategy for prevention and treatment
Increase advocacy work with African governments to ensure
sustainability of gains
Harmonize hygiene and sanitation investments across all
health sectors
Strengthen eye health services to ensure trachoma
elimination gains are sustained

