TRACHOMA FREE AFRICA
A FUNDING CAMPAIGN FOR GET2020
ABOUT TRACHOMA FREE AFRICA
Trachoma Free Africa is a funding campaign for GET2020 – the global elimination of trachoma by 2020. Trachoma Free Africa will focus on
countries in Africa where trachoma remains a public health problem. The campaign was created by the donor stakeholders of the
GET2020 Alliance with the goal of contributing to the acceleration of the global program towards 2020 through the identification and
encouragement of new partnerships and investments, which are urgently needed to fill gaps in the SAFE strategy, including the provision of
surgical services (S), the distribution of antibiotics (A), and promotion of facial cleanliness (F) and environmental improvement (E) to reduce
infection transmission.

ABOUT TRACHOMA
Trachoma is the world’s leading infectious cause of blindness, affecting millions of people in the world’s poorest communities where there is
a lack of access to clean water and sanitation. Trachoma is spread from person to person through contact with contaminated hands,
fabrics, and eye-seeking flies. Repeated episodes of reinfection cause inflammation and scarring of the inner eyelid. This may cause the
eyelashes to continuously touch and scratch the surface of the eyeball, leading to horrific pain and irreversible blindness.

DISEASE PREVALENCE
Globally, 182 million people are at risk of trachoma in 42 countries. Approximately 1.9 million people are blind or visually impaired because
of the disease, and 3.2 million people need surgery to avoid blindness.
Africa remains the continent most affected by this disease, with approximately 170 million people at risk of trachoma. Of global trichiasis
cases, the blinding, end stage of trachoma, 72 percent are found in Africa.

LOOKING AHEAD
Thanks to donor support over the last five years, more than 600 million doses of
antibiotics have been donated, three countries have been certified as having
eliminated trachoma, and seven countries have reported achieving elimination
goals. For the first time, ridding Africa of trachoma is within reach, but there is more
work to be done in order to ensure this public health victory.
By leveraging existing investments and securing new partners, together, we can
achieve our goals as we work towards eliminating trachoma in Africa by 2020:
+ Provide trichiasis surgery to all patients who need it
+ Ensure remaining gaps for delivering antibiotics treatments are filled
+ Improve coordination of donor investments across the WHO-endorsed SAFE
strategy for prevention and treatment (Surgery, Antibiotics, Facial-cleanliness and
Environmental improvement)
+ Increase advocacy work with African governments to ensure sustainability of gains
+ Harmonize hygiene and sanitation investments across all health sectors
+ Strengthen eye health services to ensure trachoma elimination gains
are sustained

